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TIR following ſingular Narrative was taken, 
unſolicited, from the lips of the unhappy ſtran- 
ger to whom it relates, and is printed without 
any other view, than to his benefit and that of 
his family, who appeared to be great objects 
of compaſſion. It is penned with the utmoſt 
fimplicity, without aiming at any ſort of em- 
belliſhments, and without attempting to vindi- 

cate or explain any thing that may appear mar- 
vellous or inconſiſtent in the facts related, or 
cenfurable in the perfon himſelf. Ifany read- 
ers ſhould find any cireumftances mis-ſtated, 
it is requeſted that they will candidly impute 
it either to the ignorance of the narrator, (who 
is a man of no education, and very imperfectly 
acquainted with the Engliſh language, and 
even with his own country, which he left in 
early life;) or to the writer's having miſun- 
derſtood him, who found no {mall difficulty in 
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procuring from him a cleac and orderly narra- 
tive. With regard to his integrity, thoſe who 
have had the beſt: opportunity of forming a 


judgment concerning it, are ready to bear the 


moſt honourable teſtimony, as well as to his 
moral character in general. 


No one can read this account of Mr. Ba- 
SHAW, without thinking, that, whatever indiſ- 


cretions may be imputed to him, he has met 


with very hard treatment, though he has alſo 
found many kind friends in various parts of the 
kingdom. n 
His journey to London, with which his nar- 
rative cloſes, was taken in the year 1789, and 


was not wholly unſucceſsful. He brought with 


him recommendations from many reſpectable 
and well known friends in the counties of Nor- 
folk, Suffolk, and Eſſex, which induced ſeveral 
miniſters of the goſpel to exert themſelves, on 
his behalf. At this time it. was that one of 
them, being greatly ſtruck wich his caſe, de- 


fired him to relate an account of his liſe, and 


took it. down, i 10 vriting, with a view to print 
it for his benefit. The circumſtances which 
occaſioned. ſo long a delay, it is of no ima 
Portance to mention. It is ſuffcient to ſay, 


that 


PREFACE i 


that the publication is not now ur aſonable, 

ſince Mr. BASsHAw has been hitherto diſap- 
pointed in his hopes of a laſting ſettlement, 
and finds occaſion ſtill to lead that wandering 


life to which he has fo long been accuſtomed. 


What has happened to him ſince the follow- 
ing account was taken, the writer of it does 
not know, excepting that he has ſpent ſome 


conſiderable time at Cole heſter, where he has 


experienced much kindneſs, eſpecially from 


the Rev. Mr. Hoßzs. Other particulars he 


himſelf is left to relate for the ſatisfaction of 
ſuch as may have the curioſity to enquire. 
Happy will the publiſher ef this narrative 
eſteem himſelf, if by making his caſe more 
generally known, it ſhould be the means of 
procuring him any ſubſtantial and permanent 
relief. But more happy ſtill, if it ſhould excite 
any humane and public ſpirited readers to exert 
themſelves for procuring a legal proviſion for 


the relief of deſtitute foreigners, who like this 


unfortunate man, are caſt upon the generoſity 
of Engliſhmen, among whom it is to be feared 
many, like him, notwithſtanding the boaſted 
charity of the Engliſh nation, ſuffer dreadful 
De from the orutality of the lower claſ- 
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ſes of the people, and even from the cruelty of 


+ pariſh-officers, and the want of humanity or 
activity in ſome of our magiſtrates. 


Among all the different ſpecies of that 
charity which Chriſtianity fo ſtrongly incul- 


cates, there is no one more important, or more 


ſtrongly enforced, than nosyrTaLiTY TO 
STRANGERS; Which the Saviour and Judge 
of mankind kindly eſteems, and which he tells 
us he will at the laſt day publicly acknow- 
ledge, as ſhewn to himſelf, ſaying, < 1 was a 


ſtranger and ye took me in.“ 


Some copies of this publication are given to 


Mr. BAsHAw, to fell in the places where he 


travels. Others are ſent to his friends in dif- 
ſerent parts of the country where he has re- 


fided, who have kindly and voluntarily under- 


taken to diſpoſe of them for his benefit. If 
any benevolent perſons who may purchaſe 


them of the bookſellers named in the title 


page, ſnould be inclined to give more than the 
price of the pamphlet, the ſaid Bookſellers will 
receive their donations, and convey them to 


Mr. BAsHAw, who will e accept the 


ſmalleſt ſums. - 


— 
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10 Was born in Turkey, in the Ci of Ariel, 
in the year 1735 and was brought up in the Maho- 
metan religion, My father's name Was Abraham 
Baſhaw, who was a man of conſiderable property 
and figure, He carried on an extenſive bufineſs in 
the ſilk manufactory, and was beſides an officer in 


the 31ſt company of janizaries belonging to the 


Grand Signior. My mother's name was Cotinjah 
Futma, a woman of good family, whoſe fortune was 


twenty thouſand pounds. I was the eldeſt of "Is 
ſons, and was named Iſpmael. | 


In Turkey the huſband has no title to the wife's 
fortune, but upon het death it deſcends to her child- 


ren; which in a country where concubinage ſo much 
prevails, is a wiſe proviſion, without which the 


children of the proper wife would be liable to ſuffer 
B by 


1 


by thoſe of the Toncubines, who are e frequently n nu- 
merous: my father had not leſs than a n and 
children by all of them. 

Upon my mother's death, according to the uſage 
of the country, and in compliance with her dying 
requeſt, I, as the eldeſt ſon, claimed her fortune 
which (as is common for want of other ſecurity) was 
contained in a cheft n the houſe, and likewiſe her 
Jewels and other valuable effects, to be divided be- 


tween myſelf and my four brothers. My father, on 


account of the other expenſive” part of his family, 


- . refuſed this legal demand; upon which a warm con- 


teſt enſued, which,pzoceeded-to acts of violence. 
He having drawn his ſword, I being of an equally 
furious temper, had recourſe to mine, in my own 
defence. 1 fortunately gave him a wound which in- 
duced him at once to yield; ſo that I. took imme- 


Wiate poſſeſſion of my mother 5 fortune and effects, 


and equitably divided them among my brothers, 


keeping 5000]. to my own ſhare as the eldeft.,. 


" My father ſoon after reſigned his place as a ja- 
nizary, and got me into it; which he did, not ſo 
much out of kindneſs to me, as with a view to my 
being under the reſtraints of that office, on account 
of the natural violence of my temper. I was at this 
time only eighteen years of age, but was married to 


EY young lady who was not more than twelve. Such 


early marriages in Turkey, are not uncommon. 
My wife poſſeſſed a a fortune ſuperior to that of my 


| mother. B her I had two. children, and I carried 
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on the ſame buſineſs with chat of my father, which 


was very lucrative; and my place as janizary 
brought me in two guineas a day; ſo that I lived in 


affluence, and was enabled to follow the common 


cuſtom of my country in keeping concubines, of, 
whom I had no leſs than twenty-three. Moreover, 
being of a luſt ful diſpoſition, I indulged it in the man- 
ner the Turks frequently do, eſpecially thoſe in 
affluence and power, by having recourſe to the wives 


of Jews and Chriſtians ; whoſe ſituation in Turkey | : 


is. in this reſpect truly deplorable, being continually 
liable to this brutal violence, without any means of 
defence, or their huſbands of redreſs. - The recol- 


lection of theſe ſhameful and bar barous . fills 
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me with bitter remorſe. | I. 2 
One part of my buſineſs, as janina was to col- 
le the revenues of the Grand Signior, particularly 
a poll-tax upon Jews and Chriſtians, which fre- 
quently gave me acceſs to his preſence, | though I 
never ſaw. his face; it being required of his.ſervants 
to approach. him with their backs towards him. In 
virtue of my office | was ſometimes called to ſuch 
acts of barbarity as were too much ſor my ſpirits,' 

ferce and eruel as I naturally was. The Turks are 
rigorous in their attachment to juſtice; and the 
violation of it, eſpecially in magiſtrates, is puniſhed” 
with the moſt ſhocking ſeverity, by flaying the ſkin 
from the head of the delinquent while he is alive, 
which being ſtuffed, is carried to the Grand Signior. 
Las called to three of theſe terrible executions, one 
0 I's [7:4 B 2 of 
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of which ſo hurt my feelings, that I was determined 
to reſign my office, though I could not do it without 
great difficulty. The anguiſh of this poor wfetch 
was ſo extreme, that when I had got off his ſkin on 
one fide down to his neck, I purpoſely cut his throat, 
to put him out of his miſery, and pretended it was 
owing to a ſlip of the razor, crying out, to thoſe who 
ſtood by with drawn ſwords, to ſee the execution 
properly performed, „Lord have mercy ! I have 
cut his wind-pipe.” In this piece of hamanity I run 


" the riſk of loſing my own life, for had it been per- 
ceived that I did it deſignedly, I ſhould have had a 


ſwerd thruſt through my body. I determined how- 
ever never to perform ſo inhuman an operation again, 
and therefore feigned myſelf ill, and actually took 
ſome drugs to make me ſo, which had the deſired 
effect; a phyſician pronouncing my health to be fs. 

bad, that I had liberty to reſign my office. 
On recovering my health, I applied myſelf ſolely 
to trade and merchandize. I freighted a zebeck, 
carrying 16 guns, and failed from Tunis for Smyrna, 
with captain” Abraham. My cargo conſiſted of 
ſeven ewt. of cochineal, and ſeventy ot. of wax, 
twenty-five boxes of red cloth for turbans, one 
hundred: yellow ſkins, three boxes of the beſt ſort of 
coral, one hundred pair of ſwan-ſkin blankets, two 
hundred dozen of morocco ſkins, one hundred and 
farty dozen of others, fifty ſurets or bags of dates, 
and ſundry other goods, with twelve black men, and 
five 1 with intent to ſell the whole cargo at 
Smyrna. 
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Smyrna. Thad moreover on board a large cheſt + of 
gold; the exact ſum I cannot tell, for in conſequence 
of the want of education, ſo common in Turkey, I 


was unacquainted with figures, as our merchants in. 


general are, who are therefore obliged to employ 
clerks of other nations to tranſact their ban, 
chiefly Jews and Greeks. 


Two Spaniſh privateers, one of twelve, the other 


of eight guns, coming up with us at four o'clock in 
the morning, we fought ſix glaſſes; till there re- 


mained out of fifty men only twenty-three, and 
twelve wounded; and all our powder being expended 


we were obliged to ſurrender, , Finding my ſitua- 
tion deſperate, I run in haſte to break open my 


cheſt, and took out ſeveral handfuls of gold, which I 
ſecreted in-my belt, and which] afterwards found of 
5 "HIP = 
We were taken to urn. where I and my 
clerk, Antonio, a Greck, were put into priſon in the 
lame appartment, where we were kept in cloſe con- 
finement a whole year, We were ſupplie&with pro- 


viſions, but chiefly ſuch as the Mahometans are for- 


bidden to. uſe, namely, pork and wine. However, 


neceſſity has no law. Indeed I did not for. a con- 


ſiderable time know what the pork was. At length 
we were brought out of priſon, and made to work in 


the ſpaniſh galleys. We were alſo employed in ſer- 
ving maſons, who were etecting ſome high buildings, 
chained to each other by the leg, in which ſituation - 


we were compelled to aſcend the ladders, © But the 
B 3 9 d 
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height of them making me giddy, obliged me to 


refuſe going up; which expoſed me to the ſevere 
reſentment of my employers, who then en 
to carry heavy loads of ſtones for the building. 

At length an order ceme from the king of Spain, 
for three hundred Turkiſh ſlaves to be carried to 
Madrid; I was of the number; and an account 


being given of my refuſing to work, (though I only 


objected to aſcend the ladders) I was treated with 
great auſterity, My temper. being violent, I an- 
ſwered an officer with too great freedom, for which 


I was threatened that I fhould rot in priſon. I was 
ordered to be branded with a hot iron, on the top of 


my head, with the ſign of the croſs, the marks of 
which are ſtill viſible, This occaſioned a terrible 


te. I was then taken to priſon with my clerk 


Antonio, and put in irons. Here ] was kept in 
cloſe confinement for five years. This priſon is 


ſituated near a public road, and having open win- 


dows & with iron bars, I had an opportunity of ſeeing 
many perſons paſs, and of converſing with thoſe 
whom curioſity led to ſpeak to the priſoners; among 
whom ſome ladies often came and enquired from 
whence and for what reaſon we were brought 
thicher, and ſometimes gave us money. 

| Having formed a deſign of making my eſcape 


from this priſon, for which the fituation of it ap- 


Peared "ey Rrrourable, L uſed-to make enquiries of 
q * See handen of lim hi ook n orcign priſons. 
| _ thoſe 


FE: 
thoſe viſitors concerning the roads. 15 But“! in ofder 
to prevent any ſuſpicion, L. afked not "Whither" whe? 


different roads led, but Which Way the "Jiffereue 
travellers were going. By tlie anſwers they gave' 


to my enquities, (which appeared to them the ers 
effects of curioſity)! J got a pretty good idea of che 
country, and particularly of the road to Portugal, 
wien 4 it was my deſign to take. 

© 1 withed previouſly to inform the Erigliſh lll 
at Oporto, of my ſituation, and of the plan L had 
formed, that he might be prepared to receive we 
when I ſhould be "able to get thither, and therefore” 


I employed my derk to write him a letter, which” 8 


myſelf was incapable of doing ; for few among me 
Turks are able to write or even to read their 
own lariguage. : It'was a fi hgular ſelicity to me that 
Thad this man for my fellow-priſoner. In this let- 
ter to the conſul, who was John White, Eſq ; ; 1 re- 


queſted the favour df him to write to a brother of ' 


mine, (who I' had accidentally heard, was at that 
time in London, upon buſineſs, namely, to fell ſome 


fine horſes, )to apprize him of my ſituation, and of the 


deſign which I had formed of making my elcape. 
I made enquiry after fome perſon who was going to 
Portugal,” and preſently met with one who was kind 
enough td take my letter, with the promiſe of deliver-, 
ing it ſafely, which I afterwards found he did. 

'Soon after I Arenen my letter I began to at- 
tempt my eſcape. Seeing ſome of my countrymen, 
wo were employed as ſlaves, I got to the ſpeech of 
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ſome of them, who performed friendly offices for me, 


buying me tobaceo and other things which I wanted, 


and communicated to one of them my. deſign of 
making my eſcape, in which he; appeared ready to 
afford me his beſt aſſiſtance, and I encouraged him in 
ſo doing by the promiſe of a proper reward, which in ha 
ſituation was acceptable enough. I defired him to 
buy me ſome aqua fortis, and a couple of ſpring ſaws, 
Though he ran ſome riſque in this undertaking, he 
happily ſucceeded, and brought me what I wanted 
undiſcovered, in the ſleeve of his-garment, TI have 
theſe implements ſtill in my poſſeſſion, which I often 
view with unſpeakable pleaſure and thankfulneſs. LY 

As ſoon as I got them, I dug up a flone in the 
floor of the priſon and there buried them, to preyent 
their being diſcovered by the keeper. , In three 
night's time I ſawed through the principal“ of the 
iron bars in the priſon window, taking care to con- 
ceal the crevices with dirt, 1 then applied myſelf 
with the faws and the aqua fortis, to get aſunder the. 
chain by which I and my clerk Antonio were bound 
together, but could, not bet, off the fetters from Bf 
leg or his. 

Between ten and "May 0 clock at * 0 
the cloſe of the year, I forced away all the bars of the 
window, and after carefully looking every way to 
ſee that no perſon was within view, we ventured to 
make our exit: which we did with a degree of joy 
that may eaſily be conceived, though not without a 
mixture of terror leſt we ſhould be diſcoyergd. before. 
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we had got out of reach. My clerk indeed was ſo. 
terrified at the apprehenſion of being detected, that 
he was rather averſe to the attempt, and in the criti- 
cal moment began to cry in ſuch a manner, that I 
found it neceſſary to threaten, it he would not be 
quiet I would inſtantly run him through. We took 
the public road to Portugal, and providentially met 
no body to raiſe any alarm, or to interrupt our pro- 
greſs all the night. It is needleſs to ſay that we 
travelled with all poſſible expedition; which indeed 
conſidering the incumbrance upon our. legs, was 
greater than might be imagiged, for by n We 
had gone near fiſty miles. 

We were however under continual apprevenſion 
of being purſued, and therefore thought it not ſafe 
to travel in the day time, eſpecially as the ixons on 
our ancles might have excited ſuſpicion in perſons: 
that ſhould meet us, and occaſion our being ſtopped. 
We therefore left the road in the morning, and bes. 
took ourſelves to a wood, where we climbgd into a 
large oak tree, at about a ſtone's caſt from, the Way. 
ſide, from whence we had a diſtinct view of what 
paſſed, and were not without apprehenſion of ſeeing, 
our purſuers. Accordingly, we had not been mauy 
hours | in this fituation before we diſcovered, two men, | 
whom we took to be perſons belonging to the pri- 
ſon, who were in queſt of us. As they drew near 
we were fully confirmed in this ſuppoſition, by their 
converſation. We diſtinctiy heard them curſing. 


and. ſwearing, threatening yenggance againſt us, if 
e # B 3 © they 
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they ſhould overtake” us, which they ſeemed labour- 
ing hard to do, and one of them ſaid, with a horrid 
imprecation, '* if T could find that damned Turk, I 
would run him through the body.” 


The humane reader will feel for us, while he 


imagines to himſelf the terror we were in, left theſe 
fanguinary meſſengers ſhould caſt their eyes towards 


the tree, and diſcever any appearance in it which 
might lead them to a nearer inſpection. I well re- 
member that I earneſtly lifted up my heart to God 
for his protection, and prayed that he would blind 


their eyes. With great thankfulneſs we obſerved 
that they did not turn their faces towards the wood, 


but kept on in the road towards Portugal. This 


effectually prevented all thoughts of purſuing our 
courſe as yet, ſo that we continu ecin the oak which 


had ſo happily protected us, and intended not to 
move till night came on, (though we began to feel 
the want of refreſhment) and were fearful that « even 


then it might be dangerous to proceed, unleſs we 
were certain that our purſuers were gone back. 


Happy for us, about four o'clock in the afternoon 
we ſaw them return. We now began to recover 


our ſpirits, and to think of purſuing our journey with 
ſafety.” About ten o'clock we ventured down from 


the venerable tree which had afforded us ſuch ſeaſon- 
able protection; the idea of which made ſo deep an 


impreſſion upon my mind, that I never ſee a large 
ſpreading oak without thinking of this, and praiſing. 


hat God who directed me to ſuch a refuge, 
As 


L II ] 

As we apprehended our purſuers had given wk 
ligence of us ſo far as they went, and probably em 
ployed perſons to watch for and ſecure us, we now 
thought it unſafe 'to travel the public road, and 


therefore betook ourſelves into by- ways. When 


we thought we heard any body near us, we ſtopped | 
and ſecreted ourſelves; But we met with no mo- 
leftation all the night, and by the morning found 
outfelves within twenty-five miles of Portugal. We 

durft not purſue our journey in the day time; and, 


what was much worſe, we were afraid to call at any 


place for refreſhment ; nor did we eat ot drink any 


thing from the time we left Madrid, to the time we 


artived at Oports; except 2 ren, water ke a.” 
. 2 1 ? i 


The third night we got fafe to den where, 
though our ſtrength was exhauſted with fatigue, 
faſting and anxiety, we almoſt forgot our weakhels * 
through the recruit of ſpirits Which we experienced, 
in the hope of having got out of the reach of danger. 
We did not arrive at that aſylum till between twelve 
and one o'clock. Seeing ſome perſons in the eren 
E enquired of them where the Engliſh conſul lived; 
(for I could ſpeak Portugueſe pur hangs to be under- 
ſtood) and they ſhewed me the houſe, ' which had a * 
flag on the top of it. Upon ringing the bell, and 
acquainting tue ſervant with our ſituation, we nll 
admittance, ' thbugh the conſul was gone to bed. 
Refreſhment was quickly brought, but our appetite” ' 
was ene, Wie were ſo weak and faint as to have 

1 little 
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little inclination, to cat or drink... After eating A 
morſel of bread, 1 begged for a, pipe of, tobacco, | but 
before 1 had ſmoaked. it 1 und myſelf exceeding y, 
ſick. I drank. a little wine, which threw me. into a. 
violent heat. My fellow traveller was worſe. than 
myſelf, - A bed was got ready for us, and we were 
glad to betake ourſelves to reſt, N was reſt io. 
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The next morning the conſul enquired. of a ſer- 
vant who it was that rang the bell ſo late the pre- 
ceding night. Upon being informed that two 
Turks were come from Spain, who had lodged there, 
he recollected the letter which I had ſent him to 


apprize him of my deſign, and he told the ſervant.to | 


bid us make ourſelves eaſy, as he would not ſuffer 
us to come to any harm. Between nine and ten 


o'clock we were ſent for to breakfaſt with him. I 
threw myſelf at his feet and begged for mercy. He 
very, kindly addreſſed me, and faid, © Get up, Iſn- 
mae], yon ſhall not be hurt.” While we were at 


breakfaſt, he held a great deal of converſation, with 


ue, about our ſituation, &c. in a very affable man- 

ner, ſo as to engage our entire confidence. | 
After, breakfaſt I took the liberty to requeſt that 

a ſmith might be ſent for to get the irons. from our a 


feet, which had been very troubleſome and painful 


to us. This he objected to leſt a diſcovery ſnould 
de made, which might prove dangerous to us. He 
enquired how I got off the reſt of the irons. in the 
Pe upon;which ] yd of aqua 
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forzis, and ſpring ſaws. He ſeemed much le 


ee Jin 


With my dexterity, adviting me to attempt to get 5 


theſe | 1rons by: the fame e nd Tocking the doo 

he himſelf affilted me; He then gave the irons to a 
ſeryant ordering him to throw them into the ſea ; 
Ts n 4 {a vo 

and gave us both. permiſſion to remain at his houſe 


till we had a conyenient opportunity of failing; for 


| London... His behaviour Was, ſo kind that I foun 
myſelf caſy and happy. My. health alſo Was. ſoon | 


recovered, But jt was not fo with my companion. 
He not only continued to feel the effects of his late, 
extreme, fatigue, but he ſuffered greatly from the 
uneaſineſs of his mind, on account of the dangers } he 
might yet have, to 8⁰ we 5 the ae of 


1364 


treſſing Ke ns in 750 teats I vas _ 
affected with the poor fellow's miſerable {tate both, 


of body and mind, and bid him not to diſtreſß him 


ſelf f in the manner he. did; to which he uſed} in a 
very piteous tone to ; feplys —"_ waſter, 1 canno 

help it; indeed I cannot,” All I could fay to com- 
fort him, Was in vain, His dejection of ſpirits con- 


_ tinued, and his bodily diſorders increaſed, fo that in, 
about a week he died. And truly, conſidering the, 


hardſhips we had gone through. ſince our captiyity, 


and the great fatigue we had endured j in eſcaping, to, 
this place, his death was not fo much to be wondered, 


at as my life and health, for which J cannot be ff 


ficzently thankful 30 G Mis a 7017 121 8 24 * 
L. Through 
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Through the great indulgence and generoſity of this | 


worthy gentleman, 1 I continued 1 in his houſe between 
two and three ears, and had every accommodation 
I could wiſh for. | Sall, however, T felt an earneſt 
longing after my own country, and often uſed toretire 
into the garden to pay my devotions to God, after 
the Mahometan manner, proftratirig' myſelf on the 
ground, and earneſtly entreating him to preſerve'me 
and bring me batk to my native land. Alter Thad 


been in Portugal about two years and a half, my 


kind patron informed me he had received? intelli- 
gence that my brother Jeufuph (Joſeph )* was gone 


with the Algetine a ambaſſador to London. Upon 


Which I determined to go to him there, that he 


might take me back with him. At length I pro- 
vided a paſſage in a ſhip commanded by captain 


Addiſon, who, after performing 1 2 *. landed 
me at Dover. _ eie 
+ Upon my arrival at London, 1 bad the fore mori.” 
fication to find that my brother Was returned with 
the ambaſſador to Algiers * As his ſecretary. Though 
I was here a perfect ſtranger, and could meet With 
none of my countrymen, it was'a conlolation to me 
that I was not deſtitute of the means of ſubſiſtence, 
having the money which 1 had ſecreted when my 
veſſel was captured, kor 1 bad oc ion to ſpend but. 
little « except in the article of tobacco. "F took a 
lodging at Mr. Paget 5 on Tower-hill, Here 1 


102 ener ALS ben 94 79 
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lyed comfattably a year and a half; and though: I 
had been addicted to ſo much intercourſe with wo- | 
men in Turkey, I here preſerved the greateſt degree 
of continence, I frequented the Exchange and the 
coffee-houſes, in hopes of meeting with ſomebody, 
with whom I might return home, but in vain. I 
was the leſs eager to go back on account of the 
ſhame of having been in captivity. | 

And now I have to relate a deplorable misfortune, 
which effectually detained me, and was che cauſe of 
many extreme ſufferings. One evening as I was 
going to my lodgings, not far from Whitechapel, 
three fellows (who I {uppoſe had got ſome know- 
ledge of the treaſure which I carried about with me) 
came up ſuddenly and ſtopped me. One of them 
caught hold of my arms, another ſeized me by the 
throat, and the third, with a large knife, cut off my. 
belt, which beſides the gold contained in it, had a 
diamond pendent at the end of it, which L had been. 
told was worth a thouſand pounds. 1 had a knife | 
about me, but I durſt not uſe it; 4 and as to my 
ſword, which I had been uſed ta wear as part of my 
Turkiſh habit, I had before broken it to prevent 
ſuſpicion of my intending any body an injury, 1 


I was much ' furpriſed as well as terrified, at this 


robbery, in a chriſtian country, having been uſed? 
to think myſelf as ſafe here as at home, no ſuch. 
thing having happened within my knowledge in 
Turkey, excepting in deſerts ; and being accuſtomed 


10 walk. the ſitcers in 'Conftantimple at any hour 
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without he 1 leaſt, apprebenſion of danger. It may 


| well be ſuppoſed that I now began to enter tain no 


very favourable idea of chriſtians, and from this 


3 time 1 had ſuch an abhorrence of London, that l 


determined as ſoon as poffible to leave it. I firſt; 


however, made my cafe known at the coffee-houſes, 


which I had been uſed to frequent, where 1 received / 


- ſeveral kind preſents from gentlemen, and then I 


betook myſelf into the country, hoping to get ſome 
further aſſiſtance there... 

I firſt of all went to Briflol, | in hopes of getting 4 
paſſage from thence, and of procuring ſome money 
to defray the expence but J found myſelf worſe off 
than 1 was in London.” The money I had was ex- 
hauſted, and ] could meet with ſo little relief, that 
1 was obliged to lie upon the ſtalls in the ſtreets, 
'At length, however, met with a gentleman from 


Salbury, who ſpoke French, of the name of Man- 


Aale, (or 2 8 9052 it,) who, I believe, was a 

o ſeemed much diſpoſed to be- 
friend me. He adviſed me to return to London, and 
call at his houſe in my way. He procured me a 
lodging where 1 ſtaid a month, and made a collection 
far me, When I returned to London I met with 
much abuſe. from. the common people, cartets, 


| porters, Kc. ſome of whom pulled me by my whil- 


kers, and others threw me down; which circum 


Hances, with the recollection of my former robbery, 


terrified | me in ſuch a manner, that I reſolved not ta, 
continue here 3 ; . how, 10 get a pallage home I 
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1 therefore reſolved Reg ds | 


thence to ſeek a paſſage to the contingrit and then to 
travel on foot by the way of Poland. Meeting with 
an Italian Who fold images about the ſtrreta, he 


directed me to go through Vorkſhire. But not 


being able to read, I made an unfortunate. miſtake, 
and having got into a ſtage- coach, inſtead of going 
to Tor, I found myſelf at Ipſwich. Here L could 


get no lodging, and ſlept for a month on the butchers' 


ſhambles. The little money I had was ſoon ſpent, 
ſo that I was reduced to the neceſſity of aſking cha · 


rity. Two gentlemen were particularly kind to 


me, Mr. Vallis and Mr. Spooner. The latter ad- 


viſed me to go to Yarmouth, in order to ſee after a 
veſſel to take me homewards. When I came to 


Yarmouth, I could meet with no ſhip to anſwer my 
purpoſe. Alder man C xk gave mei a guinea and 


adviſed me to return to London. I did ſa; but was | 


not yet able to procure a paſſage, and therefore de- 
termined to purſue my plan of going to Scotland.“ 
To prevent a ſecond miſtake; I got a perſon to in- 
form me of the towns I ſhould pals. through, and ſet 
out on foot, aſking charity as I went. IP 
place at n made bog tay away 0 


, . 7 
£4) \ is. To 29! 


The 3 will think this craveller's 2 er 8 
and this Part of me narrative will appear, very r 


T he facts can only be relolyed intg his .indiſcretion and ignorance. 
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I could: get no lodging but lay two nights'irr the 
ſtreets upon the butcher's ſtalls. The next might 
a conſtable took me to lodging, which proved mach 
worſe than that upon the- ſtalls ; for here an aban- 
doned wemhũ came into my bed, and upon finding 
me not to anſwer her purpoſe, the. lodged a com- 
plaint againſt me, in (conſequence of which was 
ill-uſed; and ordered to leave the toẽ m But I was 
ſo weak that I was ſcarcely able to reach the next 
village, where two men took me up and put me ints 
a barn upon ſome ſtraw, The next day a man car- 
ried me in a cart partlof the way towards Northaller- 
ton. Here I met with humane treatment. The 
| juſtice of peace who was a clergyman, procured a 
collection to be made for me, and ſent me by a 
waggon to Netcgſtie, with a letter of recommenda- 
tion to the mayor, who kindly telieved me. 
From hence, having got better in my health, I 
went on foot to Morpeth, where Þ reſted. two or 
three nights, and met with kind treatment. The 
provoſt made a collection for me in the town. 1 
then proceeded to Berwick<upon-Tweed, where 1 
ſtaid a week, making enquiry for a ſhip, but without 
ſucceſs. | Admiral # * gave me a guinea out of 
the box belonging to a charitable inſtitution for poor 
failors. - I next went to Dunbar, in Scotland, where 
I received great kindneſs from Mr. Alexander Watts, 
who provided me a lodging, where 1 ſtaid a fort- 
night, and procured mne ſeveral friends. He intro-. 
duced me to the Lord Provoſt, who, on my depar- 
909 1 use, 
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[ 19 ] 
ture, wfote a letter of recommendation 'to the Duke 
of Buccleugh, at Durkeith.” He received me with 
peculiar kindneſs, and permitted me to remain à 
month in his houſe,” During my continuance heres 
his Grace made many'ihquiries concerning the cul. 
toms of my country, and had frequetit cotiverſation 
with me (in the French language) on the ſubjeCt of 
religion. He took me with him alſo to the kirk, 
which was the firſt time that I entered into à place 
of chriſtian worſhip, I was much ſtruck with the 
ſinging, and the reading of the ſcriptures, both which 


were new to me; for i in the Turkiſh moſque there 


is no finging, nor is any book made uſe of; the 
emir (or Pony Fanny every "og memo- 
riter. | 

When I came back, the Duke 'was' curious to 
know-what I thought of the ſervice.” He bid me 
take my pipe and walk with him in the garden, 
where the Dutcheſs was pleaſed: to accompany us, 
and I walked between them. His Grace, addreſſing 
me in a familiar and courteous manner, aſked Well, 
Iſhmael, what think you of our Chriſtian worſhip?” 
I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at ſeeing the miniſter make 
uſe of a book, and aſked him what book it was? 
He told me it was the book of God Almighty. I 
told him that could not be, for God Almighty 
never writes Such was my profound ignorance 
even of my own religion, that I was unacquainted 
with the ſuppoſed revelation in the Koran. In- 


e what"our emirs deliver, they 


received 


1 

received immediately from heaven. The Duke 
told me in what ſenſe the bible is the book of God, 
being written by holy men inſpired by him. This 
led to a converſation concerning Chriſtianity, and 
the neceſſity of being ſaved by CHRIST, whoſe cha- 
racter and undertaking he endeavoured to explain, 
at the ſame time proving Mahomet to be an impoſtor. 
Imaintainedthe ſuperiority of Mahomet above Chriſt, 
and expreſſed the groſs apprehenſions 1 had enter- 
tained of him, as not being born of woman, but ſent 
immediately from heaven.“ I held a warm contro- 
verſy with him on the Mahometan religion, which 

was afterwards frequently repeated. The Duke 
<5 great pains to convince me of my deluſion ; 
and by the blefling of God he at length ſucceeded 
fo far, that I began to expreſs to him my willingneſs 
to become a Chriſtian, and aſked him “ which way 
I, might be made one?“ He inſtructed me in the 
nature of the chriſtian faith, and of baptiſm as a pro- 
feſſion of it. I enquired who mult baptize me, and 
geſired that the miniſter might be ſent for to do it. 
He adviſed me to exerciſe patience, to conſider the 
matter well, and to pray to God, in hope that he 
might ſhew-me my ſins, and change my heart, and 
thus make me a chriſt ian indeed. Hereupon I felt 
much diſtreſs of mind, and an earneſt concern to 
know the truth, and was engaged fervently to beg 
of God in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, that he would 
lead me in me right way, and make me a true be- 
e that I might be a Gteat reaſon have I 
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indeed to bleſs God for being brought to the houſe 


of this nobleman, whoſe endeavours were the firſt 
and chief means of bringing me to the knowledge 


of the goſpel. I received alſo other TY from 


him. 

When [ left his FFF he pave 1 me a letter to a 
miniſter in Edinburgh, whoſe name I cannot recol- 
lect, with whom I had much converfation, partly in 
Italian, and partly in Latin, which was very uſeful 
to my further information and eſtabliſhment in the 
chriſtian faith. He kept me a month at his houſe, 
in which time, I frequently deſired to be baptized, 
but he alſo adviſed me to wait. He gave me a letter 
of recommendation to the Duke of H- , who 
lived on the road towards Glaſgow, which place I 
intended next to viſit, 

I had not gone above fix miles from Edinburgh, 
before I was attacked by robbers. On a large 
moor, in the middle of the day, two men ſtopped me, 
and took away my bag, in which I had ſome linen 
and other things which the Duke of Buccleugh had 
given me, and a five pound note. I begged of them 
to let me have what was in one of the pockets, in 
which the note was encloſed. Upon which they 
abuſed me as a Turk. I was rather violent in at- 
tempting to ſecure this part of my property, which 


provoked one of them, with horrid oaths, to ſtrike 


a knife into my breaſt, When I drew it out the 


blood ſtreamed from the wound. I put a handker- 


chief upon it, and went back to Edinburgh much 
25 exhauſted, 
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exhauſted, and related my caſe to the Lord Provoſt. 


He ſent for two ſoldiers who could talk Spaniſh, 
who interpreted my account. There was reaſon to 


think that the villains had ſeen me at a public houſe 


at Edinburgh, where I firſt lodged. The Lord 


Provoſt fent for a ſurgeon who dreſſed my wound. 
I got a letter to be ſent to the Duke of Buccleugh, 


to acquaint him with my caſe, and to requeſt him to 


atteſt my character. He and his lady were ſo kind 
as to come to me immediately, and ſhe was ſo much 


affected with my ſituation, as to ſhed tears. They 


ordered me to an inn to be taken care of, and pro- 
miſed to pay the expence till 1 was well; and her 
| grace deſired me not to go without giving her 
notice. Here the above mentioned miniſter viſited 


me with great kindnefs, lamented my caſe, and told 


me theſe fellows who had uſed me thus baſely were 
not true chriſtians, , I continued here ſix weeks. 

I muſt naw relate a ſingular adventure, at which 
ſome, of my readers will ſmile, and all of them will 
be aſtoniſhed. When I was at. Richmond | in Vork- 
ſhire, T had formed a connection with a young 
woman, whoſe name was Elizabeth Forms, with an 
intention to marry her; to which, notwithſtanding 
the diſcouragements attending my ſituation, ſhe was 

ill inclined. I procured a letter to be written to 
her from Edinburgh, inviting her to come to me 
hither, to conſummate the marriage; z and ſuch was 
her attachment to me that ſhe readily came, with a 


Wen accompany me to Turkey, 
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„When acquaintedh.the miniſter at Edinburgh 
with my deſign, he exprelled his ſurpriſe, and rea» 
ſoned. with, me. in, order to diſſuade me from. it. 
Among other things, he told me how differently the 
women of this country are treated, from. thoſe. of my 
OWN, and how much more indulgence! they expects. 
He likewiſe, talked freely with my intended wife 
about the, diſagreeable circumſtances that would at- 
tend ber leaving her natiye land, and going with me 
into Turkey, and particularly. thoſe which ariſe; from 
the cuſtom. of keeping concubines,, But we;were 
ſtrongly attached to each other, and I ſolemaly en- 
gaged fidelity ta her, ſo that he conſented to marfy 
us. One circumſtance; which: rendered her an 
agrocable companion, to me was, that ſhe could talk 
the Spaniſh une and thus could be * en 
preter. a Men e br. ler, (+ | 
As ſoon as we were married, veſet off on foot for 


Glaſgow, where we met yith friendſhip. We then 


91095 to Carliſle, and from, thence to Preſton, where 
1 8. relations, lived, in a hauſe of the Duke 
of Bolton's 's. Having taken leave of them we pro- 
2 to York, where. we ſtaid two days, pur- 
poſing. to £9 from Hull to Holland. Miſs Aun 
M——, in, the. minſter at York, wha, knew. me 


3% 45> 


when there, before, was ſo kind as to give me a letter 


to a captain as Hull, and agother to. Six Iueph Tb | 
the Engliſh ambaſſador at the Hague. 


Me went in the coach to Hull, having 1 now thirty 
guiness, given me by different perſons, want 


it 

| 
' 
if 
1 
[1 

| 


b 44 } 
tock 4 paſſage in a hip © Anſtirdon, a trom wWfience 
we went to Rotterdam, and from thence to the Hague, 
I waited on the ambaſſador With the letter, ahd he 
behaved with great kindneſs, promiſing to look ot 
for a veſſel which might take us to'T; urkey. After 
a few days I called upon him again, hen he in- 
formed me of a ſhip bound for Smyrna: I had put 
twenty-five guineas into his hands to pay our paſ- 
ſage, and he gave me one for our ſupport till the 


veſſel ſailed. I was now pleaſed with the proſpect 
of a ſpeedy end to my wanderings and diſtreſſes in a 


ſtrange country, but ſoon found myſelf diſappointed. 
The captain aſked forty guineas for our paſſage. Sir 
Foſeph York offered to make up thirty, and propoſed 
that T ſhould indemnify him for the reſt by working 
in the veſſel. © But he faid he did not want hands; 
and abſolutely refuſed to make any abatement. 
This occaſioned great diſtreſs at the time, but I have 
ſeen reaſon ſince to adore the good providence of 
God for this diſappointment. "For bad 1 returned 
to my on country, I ſhould have been tempted, for 
my own ſafety, to renounce chriſtianity, in which I 
was as yet but à ſmall proficient; and poſſibly to have 
returned to my former courſe of life, by which my 
wife Would have been rendered miſerable, 5 
Sir Faſeph arp gued with my wife the impropriety 
& going with * into Turkey, but ſhe told him, 
wherever I went ſhe would go. I was at firſt for 
continuing in Holland, but he ſtrongly remonſtrated 
againft"it; and adviſed us both to come back imme- 
; 3002 1 


1 1. 


Jintely to England, to which we conſented, I took 
a veſſel to Helveetſluys, and came to Harwich, where 
we both reſolved never more to leave Engliſh ground. 
She was now near her time, which rendered our 
ſituation the more-diſtrefling, eſpecially as it was 
Winter. We came by water to Ipſwich, where we 


did Hot arrive till ten or eleven o'clock at night, 


and could get no lodging. I then faid to my wife, 
« Come, my dear, and I will. ſhew you where, I 
lodged when I was at Ipfwich before.” I took her 
to the butcher's ſhambles, where we ſpent the night, 
which was very ſevere by reaſon of the froſt and 
ſow. She could get no reſt, but fat by me hls I 
flept. In the morning I went to the Shi ip and 


; Lamb ale-houſe, but nobody being up, we begged 


leave to warm. ourſelves at a blackſmith's ſhop. 
When the public-houſe was open, I got a lodging 


there, but my. wife was exceedingly ill,” and could 


get but little reſt, I was much alarmed for her on 
account of her approaching labour, I went'to r. 

Wallis, an alderman of Ipfwich, who ſigned a paſs 
for us to Norwich, When we came to Schovlin, 
about twenty miles diſtant, I applied with the paſs 


to a conſtable, who kept the Dolphin public-houſe. 


We here got ſome refreſhment, which 1 offered to 


pay for, but the landlord, affecting great kinduels, 


would take nothing, urged us to ſtay at his houſe 
ſeveral days, which we were induced to do, though 


we had rather have gone forward to Norwich. 


When at length we determined to go, he took us 
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ina cart, but inſtead-of helping us on in our journey, 
he carried us to à juſtice of peace, Mr. C, 
A brewer, pretending that we were common ftrol- 


lers, and ſaid that we owed him twenty-five ſhillings. 
My wife related our caſe, and ſaid that we had money 
to pay, which we offered to do, but that he refuſed 
to take it. Upon which the juſtice reprimanded 
him, faying, that he ought to loſe the money, and 
"diſcharged us. We then ſet off on foot for Norwich, 
walking A few miles at a time, my wife being very 
[heavy a and ſoon fatigued. In two days we arrived 


at that city, and were directed to a lodging at St. 
Stephen's Gate, at the fign of the King's Head. 


"Having! learned to make ſome little articles in wire, 
"Newers, toaſting-forks, roaſting-jacks, &c. I car- 
Lied them about the ſtreets to ſell them, and attended 
he market. Some Quakers took particular notice 
"ef 1 me, and a certain benevolent lady of that ſect 
5K me to Mr. Gallino, a French ſchool-maſter, in 


order that he might interpret the account I gave of 


myſelf, Having related my wife's ſituation, ſhe 


-undertook a collection, and made ſome neceſlary 
wings for her and the child, and ſent us ſome coals. 
She and her friends adviſed us to leave the public- 
Houſe, and took a private room for us. In a week's 

time my wife fell in labour, which proved lingering. 

They procured a midwife for her, and attended her 
with great humanity, till ſhe was ſafely brought to 
+ dgd of a boy. Several other Een alſo adminiſtred 
to 


1 27 1 
wen enlibfs for all 1 mercies * God 
b eee tial | 
The child being ill, e was n to have 
it baptized... The nurſe applied to a clergyman 
to perform this office; but he refuſed to come with« 
out our paying a ſhilling for himſelf, ſuepencx for the 


Clerk, and ſixpence for the regiſter. The good 


Quakers. exprefled their ſurpriſe and diſguſt, and 


gave my wiſe half a crown to pay theſe demands. 


1 told my wife, that when the parſon came, I wiſhed 
{he would deſire him alſo to baptize me. When he 


had performed the ſervice fof the infant, we expreſ- 


fed to him our further requeſt, to which he anſwered 
very roughly, & Do you think I will baptize a Turk, 
who cannot ſay the Lord's prayer? My wife 'beg- 
geil of him that he would inſtruct me, to which he 
replied, & do you think that I can be at ſo much 
trouble?“ The Quakers were as much hurt at 
this conduct as we * e er « hes a bad 
man. ” Yo it; bi | 

While I was one aldptoetuding the moor] in this 
city, I met with much abuſe from one J; a but- 
cher, who ſo ſeverely beat me, that I was provoked 
to knock him dawn in my own defence. The 
town- clerk went with me to the mayor, before 
whom I ſwore the peace againſt this man. His 
father begged me not to appear againſt him at the ſeſ- 
ſtons, to which he was bound over, and paid me half 


A guinea which I had loſt in the ſcuffle, 


W 
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My child died at a village in the way, and was there 
buried, the expences of which were paid by a friend 
to whom I ſent at Norwich. When we got to Lynn, 
the bailiff took us up and carried us before alderman 
8 by, who reprimanded him, and ſaid, that he 
Had better have given ùs ſome relief. My wife was 
then ill. He took my examination in the French 
language, ordered me to ſtay as long as I: pleaſed, 
made a collection for me, and gave me half a guinea 
Himſelf. He invited me to dine at his bouſe on a 
Sunday, when I always went to church. He like- 
. wiſe offered me his affiſtance if any one ſhould uſe 
me ill. While I was here, I applied for Chriſtian 
baptiſm, but was refuſed on account of n 
of preparing me for it. 
After ſix weeks continuance ao; I vent 10 
M iſbeach, where I ſtaid but a fortnight, as I could 
get no means of ſupport. . Here alſo I was refuſed 
baptiſm. From hence I went to Spalding, in Lin- 
colnſhire, but could fell nothing. On the Sunday I 
went to the church. At firſt only peeping in at the 
door, the congregation gazed, and the clergyman 
obſerving me, ordered the ſexton to put me into a 
-a.ſeat.. He offered to take off my turban, which I 
-refuſed, and the miniſter made ſigns to him to let me 
alone, After the ſervice he bid him take me into 
the veſtry. He did fo, and locked the door, which 
very much alarmed me. I began to ſuſpect that I 
- had offended the Chriſtians, by ſomething unſuit- 
able in their worſhip, and that I was-going to ſuffer 


ſome | 


ſome puniſhment. Very ſoon, however, my mind 
was relieved. The reverend Mr. Dinbam, the 


appearance of kindneſs. One of them ſpeaking 
French, held ſome converſation with me. He aſked 


cenſuring their conduct. He aſked me if I wiſhed 
to be a Chriſtian. I told him I did, upon which he 
ordered me to come to him the next day. I ex- 


that the mere uſe of a litile water, could not be of 


122 ] 


rector, and his curate preſently came to me with the 


me, what I'thought of the Chriſtian worſhip. I told 
him * the. miniſters were not good. They aſked 
me what I meant, and I told them how many of 
them had refuſed to baptize me. Mr. Dinham ap- 
peated much ſtruck, and the curate joined him in 


preſſed great gratitude to him, and begged he would , 
make me à Chriſtian. ' | 
+ +I accordingly waited on him, ds he informed 
me that, before I could be baptized, I muſt be able 
to ſay the Lord's prayer, the creed, and the ten 
commandments, which he offered to engage a 
ſchoolmaſter to teach me. I thought with myſelf 


eſſential ſervice, and wiſhed to be effectually con- 
verted to Chriſt. Upon my exprefling this to him, 
he gave me a book containing inſtructions to the 
Indians“, which my wife read to me, and I hope it 
was. the means of bringing me to the knowledge of 
the goſpel and the love of Jeſus. I much wiſhed to 
* ee read it yet, but could not attain to it. 
MOEN 943 7 4 
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And having nequired bat little knowteliougt Eng- 
liſh, it was diffiewlt | eur mw I. dad ue ger by 
W u 07 en "211 214 bn 1031 
However in vichth Aube I bad iv perfectly, all 
Which time F continued at this place making and 
felling my goods. Ati the expi ration d s term, 
Mr. Dinham wrote to the biſhop: of Lincom (Df. 
Green) to acquairit him with my caſe; and'conſult 
him about my baptiſm. I carried the letter to his 
lordſhip, who aſked me ſome queſtions, and heard 
me repeat my leſſon, which I did without miſſing a 
word, and he thought me ſufficiently qualified for 
baptiſm. But he told me, * I could not be bap- 
tized with my whiſkers,” which: he carefully e- 
mined, to be ſatisfied that they were reali He then 
ſent for 2 barber to cut them off und ſhave me. 
The bidey took my Wbilkesveund put them inte 
paper. He chen bid me take aff my Furkiſh dreßs, 
and ordered a ſuit of cloaths to be brought for me. 
When Thad: put them on, he faid, now Hhnwel, 
you look like an Engliſhman and a Chriſtian.“ He 
alſo gave me ſome good advice; charged me not to 
live as T had been uſed to do in Turkey, and told 
me that T ſhould! no have more to anſwer for. 
He gave me a letter to Mr. Dinbam, in which he 
informed him that he thought me fit for baptiſm: 
Accordingly © the next Sunday afternoon, Mr. 
Dinham having invited me and my wife to dine 
with him, baptized me in the church by the name of 
au, amidſt a great crowd of ſpectators; ſe- 
2 veral * 


EA I 


veral of whom made me preſents, which IL was back- 


ward to accept, telling them that I did not 'profely 
the Chriſtian. faith for the fake of the loaves, a 
only wiſhed to get an honeſt livelihogd by my buſi- 


| nels. Mr. Dinbam (who was a juſtice of peace] 


afterwards adminiſtered to me the ,oath of allegi- 
anee, and the Sunday following gave me 1 the Lord's 
Supper, which I continued to receive in other 
pariſh churches. In a fortnight I left Spalding, and 
waited on the biſhop of Lincoln, to return him thanks, | 
He gave me his bleſſing, with a preſent of half a 
guinea, He alſo promiſed. me his aſſiſtance i in calg 
of my meeting with any difficulty. 3 

I next went to Gainſloſvugh, and from thence to 
Black Barnſley. In my. way thither, I was met by 
a perſon on horſeback, whom I afterwards found to 
be a juſtice of the peace, who ſtopped me, and in 3 


rough manner, demanded who I was, and what right 


L. had to travel the country. Provoked by hig 
manner, I anſwered him too rudely, which made hi 
the more ſevere, A man in the road telling. me it 


was juſtice Mn, I altered my language, a 


gave-him my printed caſe. He took my — 
book, containing the certificate of my baptiſm and 
other things, out of my pocket, and put it into his 
own. He then ordered ſome men who were at 
work near the road, to take me and my wife into 


euſtody. They took us before juſtice, H. who 


faid that if I was a Turk it was impoſſible I ſhould 


have been baptized. I told him the. Turks were 


- 4 more 
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more honeſt than Chriſtians. I alſo temidded him, 
chat ſince the church of England prayed for the conwer- 
fon of Turks and Infidels, it ſuppoſed that ſuch a con- 
verſion as I profeſſed was not impoſſible. Upon 
which he upbraided me with reflecting upon the 
church of England. 1 defired him to write to Mr. 
Dinham, for my character, before he confined me. He 
faid he would ſend me to Bridewell, and I ſhould die 
there. As we were going with the conſtable through 
the ſtreet, we were met by the reverend juſtice Mood, 
who had known us when in Yorkſhire before. He 
faid, they had no right to take us to priſon. He 
gave me half a crown, and bid us make ourſelves 
eaſy, ſaying, that they could not hurt us. However 
we were committed and ſent to Wakefield bride well. 
Here we were kept alt the Winter, till the quarter- 
ſeffions, and treated like thieves, and put among 
them; who plundered us of every thing that we 
had, even of our cloaths, and of the tools with which 

L uſed to work. They alſo took what I valued 
more than any thing elſe, the good book which Mr. 
Dinham had given me. We had here wretched 
accommodations of every kind, and I ſuffered greatly 
| for the want of tobacco, which I could procure even 
in the Spaniſh priſon, The other priſoners alſo uſed 
us fo cruelly, that I was once provoked to ſtrike one 
of them, for which I was put in a ſeparate apart- 
ment, and laid in irons. I had now a poor ſpecimen 
of Chriſtianity, which was almoſt enough to make 
me e queſtion the * of it. 


I con» 


r 
I contrived to get a letter written to Mr. Dinham, 


acquainting him with my miſerable ſituation, and 


requeſting him to write to juſtice , on 
my behalf. He wrote immediately, and directed 
the letter to me, but added at the bottom, © for the 
acting magiſtrate.” The jailor opened the letter, 
and was putting it in his pocket. I had a ſtruggle 
with bim for it, and got it from him, for which * 
threatened to put me in the ſtockks. 

When the ſeſſions came on, my wife and I were 


chained together, and compelled to walk to Doncaſter, 


which was above twenty miles, and were put that 
night in the priſon there. When we appeared in 
court, and I was aſked what I had to ſay in my de- 
fence, I anſwered that I did not ſee thoſe who im+ 
priſoned us, but begged leave to ſnew the above 

letter“. The juſtice who took the letter, and an 
attorney to whom be ſhewed it, appeared much 

ſtruck, and ſaid we were falſely impriſoned, ordering 

us to be ſet at liberty, and to go where we pleaſed. 
I faid I would rather not go, pleading that we had 
been illegally confined, eruelly treated, and robbed 
of all we had. They ſaid they had no hand in it. 
J told them they were Chriſtian magiſtrates, and that 


I expected juſtice from them. Mr. Vard exclaimed 


againſt their conduct, and faid J ought to be indem - 
. nee would die in priſon hevngs: 1 


429 Mr, Baan ad > copy ff wh un en ene 
He had alſo the other Teſtimonials. | 
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would go without ſome comperifation, Upon this, 
they ſpoke kindly to us, and gave us half a guinea a 
piece. —Fhough this was much leſs than the injury 
we had ſuſtained, I was content to take it, and-ſaid, 
I profeſs to be a Chriſtiàn; as: ſuch; 8 MO you, 
and pray desen 101 
We went to the houſe of Mr. Ward; in Made 
men a good old gentleman, ho gaue me a note 
to a conſtable to ſind us a lodging and defired me 
preſently to return to him. He ordered ſome re- 
freſhment to be brought for us; and Mrs. #ard; 
gave my wife ſome clothes. They collected eigh - 
teen ſhillings for us that day, and gave mea paper 
by which I obtained fifty more. We then went to 
Sheffield; where I fell ill with an ague and fever. A 
gentleman of the name of Young, who had traded to 
Turkey, was very kind to me. in lending things for 
my relief. 1 hoped here to get a few tools and ma- 
terials for carrying on my' buſineſs, ſo as to earn 2 
bit of bread. Having ſo far ſueceeded, I went back 
to Spalting, to thank Mr. Dinbam ſor his kindneſs in 
writing on wy behalf, and to ſeek his further pro- 
tection. Mr. Dang of Shaffalu, ſent. to me hithes 
three guineas and a quantity of wire. Mr. Dinham 
eollected among his friends fix or ſeven guineas, ſo 
chat 1 was now well ſet up again in my buſineſs ; 
and I determined not to leave this place, to travel 
about again, till I got ſome ſort of ſecurity that I 


Khould not be taken vp and confined, Upon which 
9 | ue : Mr. 
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Mr. Dinbam kindly de drew * e to m] 
character. hi neun 

My firſt remove was to Stanford 3 
Morgan, the ſon of a clergyman, recommended me 
to make chains for the cartridge boxes of ſome ſol- 
diers who were going to America, by which I took 
Il. 188. This however was but tempotary employ- 
ment, and I met with but little after wards, though 1 
experienced civil uſage; I had been charged with 
living in adultery, becauſe I was not à baptised 
Chriſtian when I was married, and on this accound 
ſome perſons here adviſed me to be married over 
again. In order to avoid giving any eauſt of offences 
(though my marriage in Scotland might have been 
thought ſufficient,) I readily yielded, ani after being 


regularly aſked in the pariſh chureh; E was married 


again by the reyerend Mr. —=——;} occafional 


aſſiſtant to the rector, WHO afterwards ke Wan. 


certificate, of which I have # copy. ot ©: 

| Having been at Stamford fix weeks, Liegvedthy 
hopes of finding a ſituatien where I might with ad 
vantage carry on ſome buſineſs in dying. I travelled 
with my tin and wire goods, till I came to Narth= 
ampton, where my wife fold a few of theſe goods, fon 
F-was taken very ill. Having a large tumour in my 
neck, I was ſent to the hoſpital, where I was re- 
lieved as an out- patient. I met with much friend 
ſhip in this town, particularly from Mr. Moolry, the 
ſchoolmaſter, who, upon my application to him, and 


| _— my caſe, recolleted ſoeing the account af 
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my baptiſm in the newſpaper, and held much con- 
verſation with me about my country, and my adven- 
tures. I continued at Northampton fix months, but 
could get vety little to do in the dying buſineſs, and 
was therefore adviſed to remove to Daventry, where 
there ſeemed to be a better opening for me. I there- 
fore bought ſome drugs, to take with me thitber. I 
firſt went to the Greyhound, near the ſhambles, and 
made my caſe known to ſeveral perſons in the town, - 
who ſeemed diſpoſed to encourage me. The two Mr. 
- Chetkley's: were particularly kind, and made a collec- 
tion for, me. They took me to the diſſenting 
academy in this place, where the reverend Mr. 
Robins was tutor, whoſe young gentlemen contri- 
buted very generouſiy for my relief. Hereupon 1 
togk a houſe, and by degrees I got it furniſhed. I 
preſently got into buſineſs, and put up a board over 
my door. I went about into the neighbouring villa- 
ges to ſell my godds, and to get things to dye, My 
Wife alſg did the fame, and bought up vials for the 
apothecaries. While I was here I conſtantly at- 
tended the church on prayer -days, as well as Sun- 
days, and on the Sunday evening uſed to frequent 
ailecture at the diſſenting meeting-hoyſe. On the 
whole, I was happier here, and more likely to ſuc- 
ceed, than L had been in any ſituation in England. 
Bat alas! my pleaſing proſpect was ſoon blaſted, 
anda freſh ſtorm gathered. After I had been fet- 
tled here about two years, the bailiff ſent for me 
md told me, that I Was not free of the town, and 
BS Kea 52 that 
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that I muſt not carry on buſineſs there, unleſs I pur- L 


chaſed my freedom, which I found would coſt five 
pounds, beſides giving a treat to the pariſh officers. 
I could not well bear this expence, and not being 
ſenſible of the neceſſity of it, I refuſed. . Upon 
Which the bellman was ordered. to go round the 


town, and deſire nobody to deal with me. A gen- 


tleman from London hearing of this, and thinking 


me ill uſed, offered to procure, me juſtice,  How- 
ever, finding my buſineſs entirely ruined, I thought 


it beſt to remove, which was the more diſagpeeable, 


as we had now another child. Many pitied our 
hard lot, and the bailiff himſelf collected fifty ſhil> 
lings for us. Having diſpoſed of our goods, we 
went towards Kettering, We met with ſome 
friends” here, particularly among the Diſſenters, but 
we ſtaid only a few days, and proceeded, to Lincatn- 
ſhire, for the third time. | 

"At Newark, I met with wi ets We 2 
butcher, who wantonly took a toaſting-fork. from 
me. Refuling either to pay for it, or give it me 
back, 1 attempted to ſeize it by force; upon which 
he fell into a violent rage, poured out horrible oaths, 
and was proceeding to lay violent hands upon me; 
when ſome ladies who had obſerved what had paſſed, 
kindly invited me into a ſhop, and ſent to the bailiff, 
who ordered this haſe fellow to be brought to him. 
While he was in his preſence he curſed and ſwore 
terribly, and the bailiff, who took my part, noted his 
oaths, and fined him for them to the amount of 


- | twenty. 
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twenty-five ſhillings, and gave me five ſhillings 
damages. - After this, I ſtaid-a. month here peace- 
ably, got ſome charity, and ſold fome goods, ſo that 
my ill- treatment turned to my advantage. In my 
way back from Newark, I ſtopped at Grantham, and 


here IL met with another diſagreeable eireumſtance, 


which however, in the iſſue proved beneficial to me. 
As I was ſmoaking my pipe at the door of my lodg- 
ing, two fellows came up to my wife, who was with 


me, and treated her with great abuſe, as if ſhe had 


been a common proſtitute. I took them before the 


bailiff, who bound them over tothe quarter cſeffions. 


My good friend, Mr. Dinham, being one of the juſ- 


tices, fined- chen fifty 9 which he ordered ha 


fant 8 bebt 25 
From this place we went again — — 
40 Spalliag, where we had many friends, and we 


had freſh occaſion to make uſe of their generoſity, 
as my wife was again near Jying-in. The pariſh- 


officers oppoſed our ſtaying, and gave us ſome trou- 
ble 3 but ſeveral other perſons took our part, and 
renewed-their kindneſs to my wife during her con- 


| finement. As ſoon as ſhe was recovered we went 


again to Wiſbeach, where I took 4 houſe, and got 
ſome buſineſs in dying. I went about the country 
with goods, and attended the market at Lynn, 
Finding ſome encouragetnent here, I continued two 
months, my wife carrying on part of the buſinefs àt 


. During this period, a diſagreeable affair 


happened 
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happened, Which Ethe rather relate as it was the 


occaſion of an alferatian' in my mode of religion. 


I hadcbeen uſed: conſtantly to attend thei warſhip 
of the church of England, and to teceive the ſacra- 
ment. One Sunday when I Was at thefehurch at 


Lynn, two boys fought in the time of ſervice: upon 


my ſpeaking to them, one of them began to damn 


my eyes. This gegaſtoned me to give him a ſtroke 
with my ſtick. Upon this he cried out ſo loud as 
to cauſe a diſturbance in the congregation. The 


vlergymap, who. was then in his ſermon, beckoned 


to the ſexton to enquire the cauſe. The ſexton re. 
preſenting me as the author of this confuſion, was 
oidered to detain me. When the ſervice was done; 
I was taken to the veſtry, and the parſon ſeverely 
reprimanded-me. I related to him the whole of the 
affairyandtold-him. that I thought what I had done 
was right, and no other than what the (honour of 
God's houſe required. He however diſcovered 
mote reſentment againſt me than againſt the boys, 
and told me that if I did the like again, he would 
have me put into a place of ſafety; upon which I 
tuld him L ſhould give him no occaſion of offence 
any more. Such: conduct as this excited in my 
mind ſuch a prej udice, that from this time Ldeter- 
mined never to hear him again, and went among the 
diſſenters; by whoſe preaching I found myſel6 bet- 
ter inſtructed in the knowledge of the goſpel. This 
clergyman {who knew mewery well) feeing me 


afterwards in the market, affected to ſpeak kindly to 


+ IB bo me, 
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me, aſked me how. I did, and told me he had not 
ſeen me lately at church. I ſaid, « I did not wiſh 
to give him any more offenee; and that he dught 
to have corrected the boys rather than me.“ He 
then aſced, „Where do you go?“ 1 anſwered; 
« Where the goſpel is preached.“ Finding that I 
went among the diſſenters; he ſaid; I thought you 
knew better. Do you benefit there? I told him 
I hoped I did much better than at bis n as 
there was no ſwearing, & . 


He acquainted alderman /S————y . had 
kane kind to me) with what had paſſed. Upon this 
the alderman talked to me on the ſubject; when: 1 
told him, that as I had left Mabometaniſm for Chriſ- 
tianity, I wiſhed to be fully inſtructed in the Chriſ- 
tian religion. He behaved very well to me and 
ſeemed ſatisfied. Soon after this the alderman was 
taken dangerouſly ill, and ſent for me to his bed - ſide, 

when he had a great deal of religious converſation 
with me; and promiſed, that if he recovered, he 
would take care of me, and ſpend a hundred pounds 
to ſet me up in buſineſs. He was adviſed to go to 
Bath, and there he died. He left me ten pounds, 
and deſired his friends to be kind tome. His father 
gave me ſome of his clothes, and among others a 
ſuit of mourning. His ſiſter gave me two guineas, 
and others & the family made me handſome preſents. 
I continqꝭd my buſineſs at Viſbeacbh, and went to 
Nerwich to attend the markets. When I was there 
ena Sunday I frequented the meetings, but at length 
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| attended conſtantly at the reverend Mr. Netoton's, 


to whoſe houſe I was introduced by Mr. Gard, a 
ſtuff-weaver. They adviſed me to come and ſettle 
at Norwich, thinking it would be to my advantage. 
I inclined to the propoſal, and having diſpoſed of my 
goods, I brought my wife thither, | Several gentle- 
men eſpouſed me, took a houſe for me of fifty ſhil- 
lings a year, and aſſiſted in furniſhing it. I followed 
my buſineſs in wire, and now alſo in tin-ware, 
which I had been inſtructed to make by Mr. King, 
at Yarmouth, I continued in this city ſeven years; 
but trade growing ſlack, I was obliged to ſeek out 
for another ſituation. I travelled about ſome time 
with the goods I made. My wife lying-in, was well 
taken care of, and a Scots ſociety allowed her three 
ſhillings a week. Going again to Ipſwich, I found 
friends there, particularly Mr. N——t. I was very 
deſirous of getting into ſome other buſineſs, by 
which I might earn a livelihood, without the neceſ- 
ſity of roving from place to place, and the rather as 
much wiſhed to become a member of ſome Chriſ- 
tian church. This gentleman was much diſpoſed to 
befriend me, and gave me a letter of recommenda- 
tion to Mr. Froſt, of St. Edmund's- Bury, who pro- 
cured'me ſeveral friends, by whom ſeven pounds 


were raiſed. for my preſent exigence, and who alſo 


endeavoured more eſſentially to ſerve me, by placing 
me in ſome permanent employment. That of a 
ſhoemaker was firſt propoſed, but I was thought too 
old to do any thing in it to good purpoſe, being then 
|; forty» 


1 J 
forty-five years of age The Rev. Mr. 7 — ve 
and ſome of bis friends, adviſed my learning to 
comb wool, which appeared to me particularly eli- 
gible. I choſe however, before l engaged in it, to 
conſult my good friends at Nerwich. They ex- 

preſſed their approbation z but I thought, with my 
wife, it would be beſt firſt of all to make the trial 
whether I could learn the buſineſs. The advice 
however, of my new friends prevailed, and I re- 
moved my goods and my wife immediately, at a 
conſiderable expence, to a lodging provided for me 
at Bury. But this proved in the iflue one of the 
mamioſt unfortunate ſteps that I had ever taken. My 
| friends engaged one Mr. M——4, to teach me the 
buſineſs of wool-combing, who required ſeven. 
pounds for his trouble, which I paid him, beſides 
three pounds for implements. I applied myſelf to. 
| the work with all poflible induſtry, but the men in 
the ſhop ſet themſelves againſt me, becauſe I did not 
treat them to their ſatisfaction; and my maſter 
| (probably influenced by them) began to find fault 
with my work. Being put upon different parts of. 
the buſineſs without having the neceſſary inſtrue- 
tions, I of courſe failed of doing it in the proper 
K manner, at which my maſter was much diſpleaſed, 
and complained that I ſpoiled his wool. I begged: 
dim to have patience with me, and to let me have 


more inſtruction; but he was greatly enraged, and 

tefuſed to let me have any more wool, My land- 
lawn — upon me for rent, I referred him to my 
maſter, 
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waſſem ho had deducted one mailing and ſixpence 


out of my wages to pay it having made himſelf re- 


ſponſible ſor my lodging; bat he reſuſed paying it, 


and faid that I had ſpoiled more wool than my wages 
came to. My landlord thought me ill uſed, and 
behaved kindly to me. As I had not been properly 
inſtructed in the buſineſs, I demanded the premium 
back again; and applied to the magiſtrate for this 
purpoſe, but without ſucceſs; though he thought my 
caſe fo hatd; that he bought me a little cart and an 
aſs to draw it, aud gave me half a guinea, to aſſiſt 
me in the removab of my family from the town, 
which, though it was now. become neceflary, was 
particularly painful, as I had we N ey" a 
my wife was big with a third. 
I frſt went to Nayland, PHE wife 2 
3 In ſix weeks l left this place, and my in- 
fant died at a village in my way to Inſtuicb. While 
1 was there I had another child born, and met with 
much oppoſition from the parith officers, for bring- 
ing my family thither again, and they would haue 
put me into priſon, but the bailiff ordered me 
relief, and Mr, Clark and Mr. Spooner, much be- 
friended me. The Rey; Mr: Edwards''alſo was 
kind to me and baptized my child, which died ſoon 
afterwards. I viſited Mooubridęe, and Fromiinghan, 
where I fold ſome goods and met with friends. At 
length I returned ts Norwich; with my wife and 
two children. After I bad been here about five 
months, ſelling my tin and wire- ware, I got employ- 
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ment from Mr. Aber, a Uyer, for four months; tin 
through the failure of buſineſs he was obliged to 
diſmiſs all his men. I was the laſt, and he gave me 
a yery honourable teſtimonial in writing. My wife 
was now pregnant again. Several perſons ſhewed 
us kindneſs, but for want of work, 1 was obliged to 
ſeek ſome other ſituation, and went to Reccl o. 
Here I practiſed dying and dreſſing of hats; and 
for the firſt-year had pretty good buſineſs; but I 
ſoon found it neceſſary to travel as I had before 
done. Now, beſides the articles of tin and wire, 1 
attempted to ſell ſome books td which Þ was ad- 
viſed by the Rev. Mr. Heprinſiall, who was very kind 
to me. Here: my wife lay in again, and met with 
friends. But ſtill misfortunes a:tende& me. 
I took a journey to Neeumarlet,; and Cambridge, 
with an aſs loaded with my on manufactures, and a 
good quantity of books and pamphlets. As I was 
_ :going up Hegmageg- hill, L was met by a man on 
horſeback, who robbed and abuſed me. Having no 
money, he cut off my baſkets and took away one, 
vrhich contained goods that coſt me near three 
pounds. He ſwore dreadfully, aſked; me my country, 
and damned me for being a Turk. He alſo gave 
me ſeveral ſevere blows with: a club. I went to 
Cambridge, deſigning to attend Stunbridge fair, but 
had very little left to ſell. I made my complaint to 
the mayor, who attempted to diſcover the villain, 
but in vain. The Rev. Mr. un u. 
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I got a perſon to ĩnform my wife of my freſh misfor- - 
tunes, who, upon reading the letter, ſhed tears. My 


eldeſt girl, who was about fix years and a half old, 


(an inielligent and affectionate child) obſerving her 
mother weep, enauired the cauſe. On:her declin- 
ing an anſwer, ſhe inſiſted upon it that the letter 


was from her father, and that ſomething in it made 


her cry, earneſtly deſiring to know what it was. At 
length her mother related to her the contents of the 
letter, with which the poor child was deeply affected, 
expreſſing her earneſt wiſh to have me return; and 
afterwards frequently aſking her mother when I 
ſhould come home, and grieving that I ſtaid ſo long. 
The recollection of this tenderneſs of my poor child, 
often affects me much; and the more as at this 
time ſhe was very ill of a conſumption brought on 
by a cold, after the meaſles, and did not live to en- 


joy the ſatis faction of ſeeing my ſafe arrival. The 
affectionate parent will ſympathize with me in read- 


ing the account of this ſevere trial; but yet more 
tenderly on being further informed, that while I 
was on this unfortunate journey, my other two 
children were ill alſo, one with the evil, the other 
with a worm- fever, and that they were all three 
dead and buried before I got back. The tender 
mother will alſo drop a tear, to think of the ſituation, 


of my wife on this occaſion, who loſt three children 
in the ſpace of as many days; for the firſt died on 


Thurſay night, the next on Friday morning, and the 
laſt on the morning of the following ſabbath : in 
2 P | addition 
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addition towhich complicated affliction, her buſband 
was at a diſtance ſtruggling hard to get bread for 
his family, and ſhe received the intelligence of his 
loſing alnoſt his whole ſtock, and narrowly eſcaping 
with his life. Nor was this all; but the extremity 
of her diſtreſs occaſioned the officers: of the parifh 
to-encreaſe it, by attempting to ſend her away. She 


informed me of her ſituation by letter, and deſired 


my ſpeedy return. I made as much haſte as I 
could, and found her fo ill; (partly through great 
fatigue, ſne being but weakly, partly through po- 
verty, and prineipally through grief, ) that there was 


but little hope of heb Hife. Mr. H: endeavoured to 


comfort me, and in his ſermon and prayers, the fol- 
jo ing Sabbath; took fuch affectronate notice of my 


case; as contributed to my ſupport. 1 felt myſelf 


reßgned to the will of God; and ſoon had'cauſe fot 


| devout thankfgiving on account of my wife's reco- 


very: Still however I was involved in deep dif- 


treſs on actount of my ſtrait circumſtanees, which 


was much encreaſed by the demand of twenty-five 
ſhillings for the burial of my children, and more by 
another perſon's coming to ſet up in my buſineſs, 
ſo that I had no proſpect of - getting a living. I 


therefore once more fold all I had, and ſeft- this 


place whete I had been chree year.. 

I next went to Walpole, where aid months, 
and got ſome buſineſs, as well as ſome charitable 
alfiſtane, particularly from the Reb Mr. Mato, 


. and his family. From hence I removed to Framling- 
0. 1595 ham, 
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ham, where I had the proſpect of ſome encourage- 
ment, as I found no other perſon in the town who 


carried on the ſame buſineſs. I met with ſeveral 


friends here, among whom I muſt mention the Rev. 
Mr. Toms, with peculiar reſpect and gratitude. But 
here my old difficulties followed me, particularly 
when my wife lay in of her tenth child, which is the 
only one now living, Several perſons ſet their faces 
againſt me, as I did not belong to the pariſh, and 
when I wanted relief I was obliged to apply to juſ- 
tices at a diſtance. They however kindly inter- 
poſed on my behalf, and ordered all neceſſaries in 
the time of our extremity. Since I have been here 
J have found it requiſite to travel all round the coun- 


tty to vend my goods, and ſolicit charity. At De- 


benham, Hadleish, Sudbury, and other places I met 
with friends, whoſe generoſity I gratefully acknow- 
ledge. But I and my family have been obliged to 
fare hardly, and ſtill we are deſtitute of any bed but 
one of chaft, 

Being worn down with difficulties and difoppoint- 


ments, and weary with being toſſed about from 


place to place, I determined upon taking a journey 
to London, in hopes, by the recommendation of 
friends in the country, of getting ſuch aſſiſtance as 
might enable me to become an inhabitant in ſome 
other place, where I might ſpend the remainder of 
my days in peace, and ſubſiſt by my honeſt labour. 
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Here Mr. Baſhaw's narrative ends. | This journey 
to: London was undertaken in the year 1787. For the 
ferred 10 the Preſace. 


